Fab Thret: Ringo
Starr, Marc Bolan
and EltonJdohn

Glam Slam!

Stunning live film of a rampaging T. Rex. By Peter Relic

Marc Bolan and T. Rex: Born to Boogie
LR
Directed by Ringo Starr / Sanctuary

| “He'd sometimes use the sun as a tambourine,” muses rock god Marc Bolan while

| riding in the back of a cherry-red convertible in one of Born to Boogie's absurdist

| interludes. Bolan could very well be referring to himself, as the worshipful fervor
of this 1972 concert at London’s Wembley Stadium makes clear. Filmed in glorious
16 mm and expertly remixed by longtime T. Rex producer Tony Visconti, Born to Boogieis a long-lost
classic now lovingly restored and expanded to feature an additional concert in its entirety. Primed by
percussionist Mickey Finn's bongo fury, the band plays hits such as “Jeepster,” “Children of the
Revolution” and “Bang a Gong (Get It On),” Bolan melding elfin exuberance and Chuck Berry chops
into a starry-eyed boogie rock uniguely his own. Sneak a peek at director Ringo Starr’s Rasputin-style
beard during the high-camp studio sequence of T. Rex covering “Tutti Frutti” while pal Elton John
radiates the 88s. The first T. Rex TV appearance, from 1967, introduced by the late, great John Peel,
crowns the superstuffed five-and-a-half-hour double disc. Erasing any doubt about the true star’s
identity, Bolan wears a silver blazer atop a T-shirt featuring a picture of, why not, himself.




